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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OVERVIEW 
 
Committee meetings for the first half of session concluded this week on 

Tuesday for the House and Thursday for the Senate.  Monday, Feb. 25, is 

the last day to pass a bill from the House to the Senate, and Tuesday, Feb. 

26 is the last day to pass a bill from the Senate to the House.  The 

significance of these deadlines is that any bill number that has not passed 

out of its chamber of origin is considered dead and is no longer eligible to 

be debated.  However, this does not prevent language that died in the first 

half of session from being amended into a different bill later in session.  

Generally speaking, a majority of dead bills don’t see the light of day during 

the second half of session.  Nonetheless, we do address and monitor any 

language that might be amended into live bills moving along in the process. 

The impact to you is that you will notice the bill track list will be greatly 

reduced as dead bills are filtered out next week.  Typically, about 25% of 

introduced bills are enacted into law each session, give or take a few 

percentage points.  While our scope in terms of live bills may narrow some 

the second half of session, we remain alert as authors of dead bills search 

for a home to insert language.   
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CERTIFICATES OF INSURANCE 
 
HB 1322, the NCOIL Model bill which specifies requirements related to a 
certificate of insurance issued in connection with property, operations or 
risks located in Indiana, passed the House Floor on Tuesday by a vote of 
97-0.  The version of the bill that passed the House Floor was the same 
version that passed out of Committee (as amended) which addressed  

http://www.in.gov/legislative/bills/2013/PDF/IN/IN0005.1.pdf
http://www.in.gov/legislative/bills/2013/PDF/IN/IN0370.1.pdf
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http://www.in.gov/legislative/2356.htm
http://www.in.gov/legislative/2356.htm
http://district.iga.in.gov/DistrictLookup/
http://www.in.gov/legislative/register/irtoc.htm
http://www.twitter.com/bosepag
http://www.in.gov/legislative/bills/2013/PDF/IN/IN1322.1.pdf


concerns regarding adequate evidence of insurance coverage on 
commercial loans. The bill now moves on to the Senate where Senators 
Holdman and Eckerty are the sponsors.       
 

LAWSUIT LENDING 
 

HB 1558 (formerly the long term care insurance bill) which would regulate 

the litigation funding industry as a traditional loan, passed the House 96-0.  

However, the language was amended to send the bill to the Interim Study 

Committee on Insurance this summer.     

IDOI BILL 
 

The comprehensive IDOI Bill (HB 1321) passed out of the full House on 

Tuesday by a vote of 95-0.    The bill was amended on the House Floor to 

include some technical changes to the standard valuation law to make the 

bill more compatible with the NAIC version.  The bill now moves on to the 

Senate where Sen. Paul is the sponsor.  A Committee hearing on the bill is 

probably 2-3 weeks out.  Stay tuned.     

SENIOR CONSUMER PROTECTION 
ACT  
 

SB 382 unanimously passed the Senate Floor on Tuesday.  The bill was 

amended on the Senate floor to exclude insurers because they are already 

regulated by the DOI. The bill now moves on to the House where Rep. 

Neese will serve as sponsor and Reps Steuerwald, Koch and Riecken will 

serve as co-sponsors.  

WORKERS COMP 
    
HB 1320 which addresses the worker’s comp hospital fee reimbursement 
issue, passed out of Committee on Monday with an amendment that 
increased the amount payable under Medicare to 225%.  Further, the bill 
was engrossed on 2

nd
 reading with an amendment to exclude physician 

practices that are formed as professional corporations.  The bill is expected 
to receive a 3

rd
 reading and vote on the House floor on Monday.      

 

POLLUTION EXCLUSION BILL 
 
HB 1269, did not receive another hearing in the House Insurance 
Committee.  It is anticipated that this issue will be pushed off until 2014.     
 

SELF-STORAGE INSURANCE 
 
SB 432, which provides for the sale, solicitation, or negotiation of self-
storage insurance by self-storage facilities under a limited lines producer's 
license, passed the Senate Insurance Committee by a vote of 9-0.  The bill 

http://www.in.gov/legislative/bills/2013/PDF/IN/IN1558.1.pdf
http://www.in.gov/legislative/bills/2013/PDF/IN/IN1321.1.pdf
http://www.in.gov/legislative/bills/2013/PDF/IN/IN0382.1.pdf
http://www.in.gov/legislative/bills/2013/PDF/IN/IN1322.1.pdf
http://www.in.gov/legislative/bills/2013/PDF/IN/IN1269.1.pdf
http://www.in.gov/legislative/bills/2013/PDF/IN/IN0432.1.pdf


is expected to be heard on 2
nd

 reading in the Senate on Monday.   
 

Uncertain Future for Medicaid Expansion, 
ACA Implementation 
 
Two proposals to expand the Medicaid program are currently pending in the 
House and Senate awaiting a floor vote. 
 
A House proposal to expand the Medicaid program under the parameters 
permitted in the Affordable Care Act stalled on the floor this week.  HB 
1591, authored by House Public Health Chair Rep. Ed Clere (R-New 
Albany), expands Medicaid eligibility to 133% of FPL and requires managed 
care coverage of the Aged, Blind, and Disabled and expansion populations.  
 
Medicaid expansion, under the bill, would be modeled and managed within 
the principles of the Health Indiana Plan, which emphasizes personal 
responsibility and shared costs with enrollees.  The bill passed committee 
11-0, but has sense drawn concern from anti-Obamacare legislators and 
opposition from Governor Mike Pence, who prefers the Senate vehicle for 
expansion.  So the future of HB 1591, which maintains bipartisan support, is 
now in doubt. 
 
On the Senate side, Sen. Pat Miller (R-Indianapolis) is the author of SB 551 
that addresses federal health care reform in a different way than Rep. 
Clere’s version.  Sen. Miller’s bill authorizes the state to negotiate with HHS 
to establish a block grant system for providing services under the Medicaid 
program, including expanding coverage to 133% of FPL as allowed by ACA. 
 
Furthermore, in line with Pence’s comments on expansion and HIP 
continuation, SB 551 requires OMPP to apply to HHS for an amendment to 
the state Medicaid plan to require Medicaid recipients to participate in cost 
sharing.  
 
SB 551 passed out of the Senate Appropriations Committee Thursday 
morning and will be considered by the full senate for passage on Tuesday 
where it is expected to pass. 
 
Another ACA bill, HB 1319, passed unanimously out of the full House on 
Thursday.  This bill, authored by Insurance Committee Chairman Matt 
Lehman (R-Bremen), does not contain any Medicaid language.  Instead, HB 
1319 expands the Insurance Commissioner’s regulatory reach over 
products offered inside the federal exchange, sets up a certification process 
for navigators and assisters, and puts in motion a timeframe for closing the 
state’s high risk pool and moves those members to the exchange. 
 

Ultrasound Bill Passes Senate 
 
SB 414 passed the Senate unanimously this week.  The bill requires 
insurance coverage for enhanced imaging and requires providers to notify 
women who have dense breast tissue of that finding and provide additional 

examination steps recommended by the physician.   
 

Telehealth Bill Clears Committee 
 
A bill requiring reimbursement for telehealth services provided under 



Medicaid passed the Senate Appropriations Committee Thursday.  The bill 
has broad support among providers and telecommunications companies 
and is expected to pass the Senate by Tuesday’s deadline. 
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